
BOBCAT BULLETIN 

Index: 

Classes/Activities 2-3 

Student Articles 4, 6-9, 13-14 

Guidance Information  5 

Activities Department 6 

Entertainment 10-11 

Staff Articles 12 

West ern  D u b u q u e  Hi g h  S ch o o l  

2013 Newsletter 

December / January    

Principal’s message 

 

 

We have had an exciting fall at Western Dubuque High School. Two major activ-

ities include the construction projects and the Celebrate My Drive contest. The 

main office construction project will include greatly enhanced security features 

and some much needed space for the office and the guidance office. The antici-

pated completion date for the office is May 2014. It is also exciting to watch the 

auditorium, band and vocal music room addition take shape. The completion date 

for that project is August 2014. The Fine Arts Booster Club had its organizational 

meeting in November and is looking forward to supporting all of the fine arts 

activities.  

The Celebrate My Drive contest that took WDHS and the entire community by 

storm concluded with an awards ceremony on Nov. 20. State Farm presented a 

check to Western Dubuque High School for $100,000! We are incredibly grateful 

to Rex Massey at State Farm for presenting us with this opportunity and provid-

ing us with a great deal of support. This was a very positive and enjoyable expe-

rience for everyone. The proceeds will be used to help equip the auditorium for 

benefit of all students.   

In December, our first semester will end, and the second semester will begin in 

January. We encourage all students to take advantage of extra student support 

opportunities available. See our school webpage under “Academic Support Pro-

grams” for more details. In January, we will begin registering for classes for next 

year.  Please have conversations with your child so they choose courses that best 

align with their goals after high school. 

From all of us at Western Dubuque High School, we hope you have a safe and 

enjoyable holiday season. 
 

Dave Hoeger, Principal 

Dave Hoeger 

Principal 

Jacob Feldmann 

Assistant Principal  

This newsletter is also accessible through our website at: www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org 
 

If you are getting this newsletter in the US mail and would prefer a digital copy sent to your 

email, please contact Laura Hoerner at Laura.Hoerner@wdbqschools.org or call her at 563-

876-3442 ext. 3001.   

Western Dubuque High School would like 

to thank the community for offering its 

support during Celebrate My Drive! Your 

help in this process truly made it a success! 

We couldn’t have done it without you! 

http://www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org
mailto:laura.hoerner@wdbqschools.org
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Special Olympics 
 

BY LAURIE FALLON, SPECIAL EDUCATION 

INSTRUCTOR 

The Western Dubuque High School Spe-

cial Olympics team is in full swing for the 

2013-14 school year.  This is their ninth year of competi-

tion at WDHS, and this team has earned many medals 

throughout the years. There are seven athletes on the 

Bobcat team this year who are involved in the following 

competitions: bowling, Nordic (cross country) skiing, 

powerlifting, unified cheerleading, track and field and 

unified bocce competition. The athletes involved in-

clude: seniors Jeff Leibold and Zach Sargent; juniors 

Caleb Ernzen, Brennen Koopmann and Lee Greenwood; 

sophomore Michelle Neumann; and freshman Kaitlin 

Bockenstedt.  
 

Competitions are held all over the state, and Special 

Olympic athletes can earn ribbons at their area competi-

tions and medals at the state competition. 

Transportation for the WDHS Special Olympics is pro-

vided for by Western Dubuque Schools; however, com-

petition fees, equipment and accommodations for over-

night stays are supported through donations.  We want to 

thank the following organizations for their donations: 

Fidelity Bank and Trust, Dyersville; American Legion 

Post 137, Dyersville;  Sons of the American Legion 

Squadron 137, Dyersville; American Legion Auxiliary; 

Dyersville; Citizens State Bank, New Vienna; American 

Trust and Savings Bank, Farley; Knights of Columbus, 

Cascade; and Knights of Columbus, Dyersville. For any 

inquiries about donating or volunteering for Special 

Olympics, contact Coach Laurie Fallon at WDHS. 

Danner receives Student Council Advisor of Iowa 

BY KAYLA WINANDY  

Tom Danner has been awarded the Student Council Advisor of Iowa. Currently, he is the Student Council Advisor at Western 

Dubuque High School and has been teaching here since 1976.  

Most people may be wondering what a Student Council Advisor does. Danner says he “is in charge of the selection and organizing 

of students who want to be leaders in student government and make their school a better place.” He also added, “And become a 

better person.” He was nominated during the fall of 2012. He was notified of this honor over the summer break and was presented 

with the award. When asked what this award means to him, Danner replied, “It is a very humbling honor to be selected. It is a cred-

it to all of the past Student Council members who have lent a hand to make our school a better place.” He also gives credit to the 

Western Dubuque staff and the administration “who allow our students to have an active role in providing student activities and 

being part of decision-making.” 

The WDHS Student Council is a huge part of his life, along with coaching sports at the school. “Student Council keeps me young,” 

he says. “It requires a lot of time, but it is worth it to see the students successfully complete projects that meet the needs of the stu-

dents.” Danner believes that it is an honor for him as a WD representative. It proves that they can make a change. Danner recom-

mends that we take pride in our Student Council(s) of the present and the past that have helped make our school an even more en-

joyable place. The school, Student Council and Mr. Danner have truly earned this honor. 

School construction update  

BY KATELYNN TILL 

Many of you have heard the clamor of the re-

cent construction, but you may not know that 

the new office and all its content, along with a 

new security system, will be coming to us in 

May. In May, the new office will be extended 

out to the current entrance. The front, which faces the bus drop off 

driveway, will become two new offices for the principal and assistant 

principal. During the school day, students will enter the building and 

veer left into the reception office, as the second set of doors will be 

locked.  After the students have walked into the reception office, they 

will pass the administration offices, two student rooms, a work room 

and a conference room. The old offices of the principal and assistant 

principal will be turned into the new offices for the counselors and 

guest counselors. Following this change, the nurse’s office will be 

expanded and the use for the rest of the space that’s left over, if any, 

will be decided later. 

Unfortunately, our new auditorium will not quite be done in May. 

However, it is scheduled to be ready by the beginning of next school 

year. Our auditorium will include: a sound booth, 820 seats and 

handicap accessibility. In addition, we still need to raise money for a 

sound shell, which will cover the stage and project sound into the 

audience. The auditorium will also have a musical pit, two levels of 

seating, storage and an elevator. Aside from the auditorium, the new 

addition built onto the commons will have a choir room with mirrors 

and space for dancing and a band room with instrument storage. Both 

rooms will also house portable risers. There will be an abundance of 

storage and several practice rooms. The addition to our school will 

also have a group area where makeup can be done, bathrooms, a mu-

sic library and work room for sets and trailer loading.  This is truly an 

exciting time for WDHS! 
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Pictured above: the WDHS Student Council 

Congratulations to the WDHS Student Council for receiving a top honor! Only 10 

other schools in the state received this award. It is awarded for a Student Council’s 

active involvement in its community and providing opportunities to increase school 

pride/student activities.   

Global Youth Institute partici-

pant: Raegan Hoefler 

BY BEN WILSON, TAG INSTRUCTOR 

Every October, delegates from countries all 

over the world convene in Des Moines for 

the Bourlaug Dialogue to discuss global food 

security issues and honor World Food Prize 

Laureates. The laureates are people who are 

being recognized for dedicating their lives to 

helping end the fight against hunger. As a 

part of the Bourlaug Dialogue, students from 

across the globe participate in what is called 

the Global Youth Institute. Raegan Hoefler, a 

senior at Western Dubuque, qualified for the 

Global Youth Institute by writing a research 

paper titled “Kenya: The Need for GM Crops 

and Strategies to Implement for the Repeal of 

their Ban” and presenting her research last 

spring at the Iowa Youth Institute at Iowa 

State University. 

While at the Global Youth Institute, Hoefler 

got the opportunity to listen to speakers such 

as Tony Blair, former Prime Minister of 

Great Britain; H.E. Olafur Ragnar Grimsson, 

sitting president of Iceland; and Howard Buf-

fet, the son of famous investor Warren Buf-

fet. Hoefler also presented her research to a 

panel of experts which included Dr. M.S. 

Swaminathan, a 1987 World Food Prize Lau-

reate and world-renowned scientist.   

By participating in the Global Youth Insti-

tute, Hoefler is qualified to apply for the 

Bourlaug-Ruan Internship. Hoefler is plan-

ning on applying for the internship after her 

freshman year of college, and if she is award-

ed the internship, she will spend eight weeks 

studying with leading scientists in a foreign 

country. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above: Raegan Hoefler receives her 

award from Dr. Swaminathan.  

 

 

 

 
 

Basilica  

Christmas  

Choir Concert  
 

7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 8 

Dyersville 

 

ALL choir students will 

be showcased. 

 

*Please bring a canned 

food for donation. 

FFA update  

BY LAINEY GERMAN 

The West Dubuque FFA Chapter recently went 

to the 80th National FFA Convention in Louis-

ville, Kentucky. The chapter selected 10 stu-

dents to attend: Blake Schlueter (11), Lainey 

German (11),  Andy Dougherty (12), DeAnn 

Ostwinkle (11), Molly Waller (11), Nathan Ken-

nicker (9), Calista Carr (10), Allison Tucker 

(10), Adam Simon (10) and Alyssa Dougherty 

(10). The FFA group went on many tours and 

saw different sites, such as Churchill Downs, 

Rader Family Farms and the Louisville Zoo. 

While attending the convention, the chapter had 

amazing seats in the fourth row—which was 

where all the action took place. They heard from 

the head coach of the Louisville Cardinals bas-

ketball team, and Louisville’s mayor also gave 

an extraordinary speech. Mr. Lansing, FFA Ad-

visor, makes it possible for students to experi-

ence these life-changing trips. The best experi-

ence, however, was seeing almost 56,000 people 

wearing the official blue jacket. 



Page 4 BOBCAT BULLETIN Student Articles  
Choosing the right college 
BY MATT BROOKS 

As a senior in high school, it may seem overwhelming as you try to decide on a college. This 

is where the next big part of your life will take place. While some say that it will be over be-

fore you know it and time will fly by, you will still be there for awhile, and picking the right 

place is crucial. This article is just a small token of advice to make it a little easier on you and 

remind you what should be looked at when picking a college.  

So you’re in the real world now. You’ve passed the stage of life that is known as high school. 

Well, what now? First, you need to consider several key points about each college and priori-

tize how important each of them is to you personally. Location is important; do you want to 

be close to home or far away? Do you prefer a warm or cold place to live? Is it a safe place to 

live? Also, what is the work like in the area? You want to live somewhere with job availabil-

ity. Colleges can provide aid, but you will still need, and likely want, a job for extra money. 

That brings me to another one of the things to consider, what is the cost? Starting with a com-

munity college and then attending a four-year college can be a lot cheaper, whereas an institu-

tion like Harvard is going to be more expensive than a state college. Living in L.A. is obvi-

ously more expensive than Cedar Falls. Some colleges are also going to be more willing to 

offer you scholarships or have more financial aid. Consider these because this period of your 

life will not be cheap. You might get paid more in some areas, but does it balance out with the 

cost of living? Being smart with your money will go a long ways, but picking a place you 

know you can afford will go an even longer ways.  

Program availability is also another key thing in college. You want to attend a college with 

programs and classes that are not only the ones you want, but that are also available to be tak-

en. With colleges getting larger and larger, attendance is growing, classes are filling up and 

some programs are becoming unavailable when full. While they may have the course for your 

major or minor, do they have other ones that interest you as well to fill some of your other 

credit hours? Do certain courses hold restrictions that may make you ineligible to take that 

course?  

On a similar note to program availability, another aspect to consider is a college’s acceptance 

rate. Places like Harvard, Stanford or Yale are notorious for being the lowest accepting colleg-

es in the country, whereas state colleges will sometimes have acceptance rates 15 times Har-

vard or Yale! It is good to have options, but if your favorite has a 10% acceptance rate, a 

backup plan is a smart decision.  A college’s acceptance rate should definitely be looked up 

before applying to it.  

Lastly, another thing to consider is the possibility of rejection. If you apply and don’t get ac-

cepted, know that it is not the end of the world. Moving on from a rejection may be hard, es-

pecially if you were passionate about that college, but it is no excuse not to go to a college. 

Many people get rejection letters every day. You aren’t the only one. Be one of the people 

who say “that’s okay” and go after another college. For some people getting rejected from a 

college was the best thing to happen to them because you never know where life will take 

you, and it really can end up much better elsewhere. Take time with this process! It really 

does matter in the long run. 

Advice column  
BY ALYSSA SCHABILION 

It seems to me that everyone 

knows where they are going for 

college, what they want for their 

future and they have it all planned 

out, but I just don’t know what I 

want to do. Where should I start? 
 

I want you to know that you are 

not the only person in this position. 

The best place for you to start 

would be to research some colleges 

that you are interested in attending. 

Then go on a few college visits to 

any of the colleges you are consid-

ering. As for what you want to 

major in, you don’t have to decide 

right away. You can go in as unde-

cided, and then you can change it 

when you know more of what you 

want to do. Make sure to take the 

ACT as soon as possible. Yes, it is 

true that your time is running short, 

but don’t let that make you just 

choose a random college that does 

not do anything for you. Talk to 

your guidance counselor if you 

really need help. They are great 

with helping students, and they 

will gladly help you. Also, don’t 

forget the military is always an 

option! 

 

Bobcat Turkey Trot  

Thanksgiving Morning 

8:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

Two-Mile Run/Walk 

*Please bring a can of food. 
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8th grade open house/registration meeting 
On Monday, Feb. 10, 2014, Western Dubuque High School will 

be hosting a registration meeting and Open House for parents and 

their 8th grade son or daughter. The meeting will begin at 7:00 

p.m. in the main gym. This is a MANDATORY meeting for any 

8th grade student and their parents that are planning on attending 

WDHS next year. Registration forms will be passed out, the entire 

registration process will be explained, any questions will be an-

swered and tours will be provided for those who are interested.  

Forms will go home that evening for parents and 

their student to review and choose which classes 

they would like to take. Our counselors will be 

at the middle schools from Feb. 24 - March 7 to 

collect the forms and speak with the students. 

Parental involvement in the registration process 

is critical in order to serve the families of the 

Western Dubuque School District effectively. 

Registering for the selective service 

Male students who are 18 must register with the selective service within 

30 days of turning 18, by law.  Students can register online  

(www.sss.gov) at age 17 years and three months.  The information can 

be stored electronically and then registration will be done automatically 

on their 18th birthday.  Students may also register in the guidance office. 

Registration information  

for the 2014-2015 school year 
Registration for the 2014-2015 school year will begin the end of Janu-

ary.  Once again, parents are invited to attend their student’s registration 

meeting.  If you are able to attend the 15-minute meeting, and your 

student is in grades 9-11 this year, please call Becky Gasper, WDHS 

guidance secretary, at (563) 876-3442 ext. 3005 to set up a time.  If your 

student is a current 8th grader, please call Linda or Mary Kay at Drexler 

Middle School at 744-3371. 

Registration Timeline is as follows: 
 

* Current Juniors will register starting January 20th  

* Current Sophomores will register starting February 3rd  

* Current Freshmen will register starting February 10th  

* Current 8th graders will register from February 24th - March 7th  
 

Any parents who cannot attend are asked to get involved by looking 

over the registration form your son or daughter will be bringing home. 

Please approve it with a signature and send it back to school with your 

child the day they register. Students will then meet with their high 

school guidance counselor to complete the registration for the next 

school year. 

Senior News  
College  

representatives 

visit WDHS 
Several college representatives 

have already visited with seniors at 

Western Dubuque High School, 

and many more will be scheduled 

after winter break. Students have 

the opportunity to get first-hand 

information by people who actually 

work at the colleges and to have 

their questions answered. They also 

bring a great deal of printed infor-

mation for the students. 

Students are strongly encouraged to 

visit with representatives of colleg-

es they are truly interested in.   

“Fill Out the 

FAFSA Day” 
Don’t pay someone to do a 

service we offer for FREE.  

The WDHS guidance office in 

partnership with the ICAN 

Network will offer help filling 

out your FAFSA forms by 

sponsoring a “Fill Out the 

FAFSA Day” on Friday, Feb. 

7, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 

p.m. by appointment only.  

Parents may call Becky in the 

guidance office at (563) 876-

3442 ext. 3005 to schedule a 

half-hour time slot.  Appoint-

ments are on a first come, first 

serve basis. 

Graduation date 

Graduation will be on May 18th  at 2:30 p.m.  

in the main gym. 

College & Career Fair  
On Monday, Jan. 13, the Western Dubuque High School Guidance 

Department will hold a College & Career Fair for our current sopho-

mores and juniors. Students will have the opportunity to meet with 

several different colleges, the armed forces, and local unions.  This is 

a great opportunity for us to show our students that there are a variety 

of schools and career choices out there. This fair is very beneficial to 

our registration process here at the high school because it can lead 

students towards certain career pathways. This fair serves as the be-

ginning of the college process. 

Bullying is an issue that affects many people regardless of their 

age, race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status or where they live and 

go to school. Western Dubuque School District has policies that 

address bullying and harassment as well as ways to report it.  The 

District has also developed a SAFE (“Students and Staff Advo-

cating for Everyone”) Committee to build awareness with stu-

dents, teachers, and the community. For more information and 

resources related to bullying prevention and appropriate technol-

ogy use, please visit the following website:  http://

key.aea1.k12.ia.us/drexler/BullyingTechInfo.htm. This website 

can also be accessed on our district or school website under the 

“Parent Links” on the left side of the web page.   
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                          The Activities Department  
 

Success 

Our athletes at the middle school and high school are finished 

with the fall sports season, and they are getting ready for the win-

ter season in such areas as wrestling, basketball and bowling. 

All of our students want to be successful. They soon find out there 

are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work 

and learning from failure. 

 We feel, as a school district, for our students to be successful, 

they need to be involved in numerous activities.  Listed below 

are the fall and winter numbers of Western Dubuque students 

who were or are now involved in athletic activities.   

 

High School (Fall)  Middle School (Fall) 

Cheerleading – 10  Volleyball - 107 

Dance – 13  Cross-Country - 35 

Volleyball – 65  Football - 105 

Cross-Country – 51 

Football – 115 

 

High School (Winter) Middle School (Winter) 

Cheerleading – 21  Girls Basketball – 74 

Girls Basketball - 41 Boys Basketball – not started yet 

Boys Basketball – 58 Wrestling -33  

Wrestling – 54      

Girls Bowling – 16 

Boys Bowling – 41 
      

Keep up the hard work students.  Remember you need to “believe to achieve.” 

John Hlubek 

7-12 Activities Director 

Speech 

BY KATELYNN TILL 

Unlike what many people may think, Speech is not a bunch of people giving speeches. Speech is the performing art of social inter-

action and communication, along with the art of entertainment, creativity and presentation style. Speech allows one person or group 

of persons to make an audience feel an emotional connection by using only one’s body and words. 

The first speech competition will be Monday, Jan. 20, 2014 at Maquoketa High School. This will be WAMAC Large Group. Large 

Group season includes categories such as: Choral Reading, Group Improvisation, Musical Theatre, One Act Play, Radio Broadcast-

ing, Readers Theatre, TV Newscasting, Group and Solo Mime, Ensemble Acting and Short Film. This season allows speech mem-

bers to work off one another and challenges their communication, acting and performance levels. Large Group season is also a 

great way to prepare for individual season for all newcomers. 

Individual season’s first competition will be Saturday, Feb. 15, 2014 at Beckman Catholic High School. Individual season includes 

the categories of the following: Acting, After Dinner Speaking, Expository Address, Spontaneous Speaking, Improvisation, Liter-

ary Program, Original Oratory, Public Address, Prose, Poetry, Radio News Announcing, Reviewing, Storytelling and Solo Musical 

Theatre. Individual season is a fantastic season to not only find a talent you never knew you may have had, but also to find yourself 

and your inner confidence. Individual season is great for anyone who’d like to try Speech.   

Bobcat Brainiacs?   

COMPILED BY MEGAN MEYER 

Politics vs. Popular Culture? Let’s see which 

figure students are more familiar with... 

 

Who am I? 

Kasi Berg (10): “The assis-

tant president?” 

Calvin Vize (10): “Bill 

Clinton?” 

Bradley Warner (12): 

“Ronald Reagan.”  

William Ingles (9): “JFK?” 

Dani Weber (11): “Your Dad?” 

ANSWER: RONALD REAGAN 

 

Who am I? 

Kasi Berg (10): “Channing 

Tatum.” 

Calvin Vize (10): 

“Channing Tatum.” 

Bradley Warner (12): 

“Robert Pattinson?” 

William Ingles (9): “Tom Cruise?” 

Dani Weber (11): “Channing Tatum.” 

ANSWER: CHANNING TATUM 
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Welcome, Mrs. Gaul! 

BY TIRZAH GAUL 

What is your job at Western Dubuque High School? I am a one

-on-one paraprofessional. 

What is your favorite part of your job? Helping the student pro-

gress and succeed. 

What do you enjoy doing in your free time? I enjoy spending 

time with my family, shopping, gardening, canning and baking. 

Where are you from, and what was your life like growing up? I was originally 

from Bernard, Iowa, where I grew up on a dairy farm.  I lived with my parents and 

older sister. I also attended Western Dubuque. 

What is a quote you live by? “Live each day to the fullest.” 

What was your favorite class in high school? My favorite class in high school was 

anatomy. 

What is something unusual that people may not know about you?  I was a 

school bus driver for two years. 

Welcome, Donna Bardon! 

How would you describe your position here at Western Dubu-

que High School? I work in the Alternative  School classroom 

assisting students to earn their credits to graduate and be produc-

tive in society. 

What was your favorite subject in high school? My favorite 

subject in high school was history. They even had that way back in 

the 60s.   

What five words would you use to describe yourself? Caring, patient, adven-

turous, fun and family-oriented. 

Where are you from? I was born in Cascade, Iowa, but I have lived most of my 

adult life in Epworth.   

How do you spend your free time? I spend my free time with my family as much 

as possible. 

What is your favorite thing about your job? My favorite thing about my job is the 

look on students’ faces when they accomplish  a goal. They are all great people who 

just need someone to motivate them.   

Do you have any interesting facts about yourself that you would like to share? I 

have three daughters who all graduated from WD. I also have seven grandchildren.  

My husband is deceased, and I retired from Hillcrest School in Dubuque. 

              Art corner  

BY ASHLEY ALTHOFF 

Sydney Fox is a junior at Western Dubuque High School with a passion for 

unique art. When she isn’t working hard at her job, she is getting inspired by 

art on her favorite blogs. Most of her favorite pieces are full of color, and this 

is how her works of art come about. One of her most recent pieces is 

“California Love” and was inspired by her wanting to visit this state. Before 

Fox visits California, she wants to attend college, either at Clarke University in 

Dubuque or Iowa State University in Ames. She is thinking about pursuing a 

degree and career in graphic design. Whatever Fox decides to do, she knows 

art will always be present in her  life. Art allows her to let her feelings out, and 

it is what makes her happy. 

College courses and students 
 

 

BY BRITTNEY FRIES 
 

Some people think you can only take college 

courses in college. Not at the home of the 

Bobcats, though. Western Dubuque offers 

college classes for anyone who qualifies. 

“This year our school is offering 41 college 

classes, all of them going through NICC,” 

says Casey Bryant, school counselor at 

WDHS, “but it changes every year. Require-

ments are different for every class, but an 

Accuplacer test is needed if it’s a core 

course.” It is not uncommon to hear a fellow 

student talk about their college course; over 

300 students are taking at least one college 

course this year. Some are even taking multi-

ple classes. 

Senior Aaron Ostwinkle is one of the stu-

dents taking multiple college courses. “I took 

Fundamentals of Web Design and Introduc-

tion to Large Computer Systems. My Large 

Computer Systems class was taken at NICC 

and ended at the end of the first quarter.” 

Ostwinkle says his Large Computer Systems 

class was an hour and a half long, plus two 

hours of work outside of class. When asked 

if these classes would benefit him in his fu-

ture career, Ostwinkle stated, “Yes, because 

these are skills I will need to be a network 

administrator.  I would recommend only tak-

ing a college course if it is something you 

would truly enjoy.” 

“Money is usually not a problem for students 

who take college course classes,” says Bry-

ant. “However, some classes will have you 

pay if you fail it.” When asked why Ostwin-

kle could take one of his classes at NICC 

when it wasn’t on the registration sheet, Bry-

ant said, “The PSEO Act allows students 

equal opportunity to take any college course. 

We only cover a small number at our 

school.” 
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Celebrate My Drive 
 
BY MARIA WEBER 

 

Celebrate My Drive is a State Farm sponsored contest that Western Dubuque 

High School participated in. Everyone in the student body was filled with sus-

pense until our prize—a check for $100,000—was finally announced at a morn-

ing assembly on Wednesday, Nov. 20. Western Dubuque High School, which 

fell into the large-school category, was eligible to receive one of five $100,000 

prizes and a possible private Kelly Clarkson concert for the grand prize winner. 

There were also 45 $25,000 prizes available for the runner-up positions. Need-

less to say, this contest was an attention grabber. And, the fact that Western 

Dubuque was able to score one of the top prizes is truly an incredible feat.  
 

During the week of Oct. 18 continuing until Oct. 26, students and community 

members were asked to go online to the website and make a pledge to commit 

to drive safely by typing in their email addresses and birthdates. We were also 

able to type in the emails of friends and family that had given us permission to 

do so. At the beginning of the contest, the students were all excited, but we re-

mained relaxed about the contest. However, as the week went on, we became 

neck and neck for first place with Danbury High School in Connecticut, and 

tensions began to rise. Students began going out into the community and asking 

every person they could find to pledge to be a safe driver. It was all anyone was 

talking about in and out of school in the area. 
 

Bringing in nearly 40,000 votes a day towards the end of the contest, we felt we 

had a relatively good chance of bringing home the grand prize. “It was neat 

how it evolved from beginning to end, starting with 6,800 people to over 

40,000 people committing to drive safely each day,” Jacob Feldman, assistant 

principal, said. It truly is amazing how well our community was able to work 

together to try and win this wonderful prize for our school. “It was great to see 

the students, staff and community come together for a great cause,” said Laura 

Hoerner, school secretary. Our 831 students went up against a student body of 

over 3,000 and yet were still able to pull through, close to the very top; it is a 

perfect example of how a small town with a strong work ethic should not be 

overlooked. 

Interview with Sofie Jeanquart 
 

BY BRITTNEY FRIES 

 

Q: Who are you currently 

living with  in Iowa? 

A: Barbara Ernzen in Epworth 
 

Q: Is school easier here or in 

Belgium? 

A: Some subjects are easier 

here, but some are harder be-

cause I didn’t have them  in 

Belgium. 
 

Q: What is your favorite part about Western 

Dubuque? 

A: School spirit 
 

Q: Anything you don’t like about the U.S.? 

A: Public restrooms 
 

Q: Would you like to go back to Belgium soon 

or spend more time here? 

A: I’d rather spend more time here. 
 

Q: What is your favorite class here? 

A: Photography and yearbook. 
 

Q: What is the strangest/funniest experience 

you’ve had here? 

A: Snow in October. 
 

Q: Are Belgian waffles different from Ameri-

can waffles? 

A: I haven’t tried American waffles yet. 
 

 

New driver’s licensure rules 
 

BY KAYLA WINDANDY 
 

Everybody knows the scenario concerning the typical teenager who turns 16 and jumps at the chance to get his/her driver’s license. 

For Iowa teens, this has gotten a little more complicated. No longer can a student receive his or her license after six months of holding 

a permit. Now one must have his or her permit for a whole year to get an intermediate license.   
 
 

According to Rod Boshart, who wrote the article “Gov. Branstad signs changes for Iowa drivers,” this is due to Governor Terry Bran-

stad signing thirteen bills that make changes to the laws regarding young drivers. Now, if someone loses his or her license, he or she 

will need to pay $10 more to replace it. A teenager can only have one passenger in the car that is not a sibling. Boshart says that they 

are expecting that if we become strict about licenses, it will save a yearly amount of $200 million and save the lives of nearly 32 teen 

drivers.  
 

 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or the (CDC), seven teens a day are killed due to auto accidents. In addi-

tion, nearly 282,000 children a year are injured in auto accidents but are released from the emergency room. It is the number one lead-

ing cause of teen deaths in America. Most accidents were reported to involve drinking and speeding over the speed limit. These new 

laws were made with the intent to teach teens to make good choices and be less distracted. More time behind the wheel with an adult 

is thought to help. 
 

These laws were put forth with good intent for the lives of the Iowa youth. Lives may be spared and money saved with the efforts for 

more responsible drivers.  
 

In correspondence with our school’s participation in the Celebrate My Drive contest, this is something we should indeed consider a 

positive change. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY 

BROOKE KLUESNER 
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From across the ocean 

BY SYDNEY FOX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guten Tag, Niko Sonntag! Sonntag is a sixteen-year- 

old boy from southern Germany. He lives about five 

minutes from Switzerland and Austria. At first, 

Sonntag was nervous to come to America. He didn’t 

know his host family, and he didn’t get his infor-

mation until two weeks before he left to come here. 

To get ready to come to America, Sonntag began 

improving his English and started playing sports. He 

played football in the fall and is planning on going 

out for basketball this winter. Sonntag says school is 

very different here; however, he has noticed our Bob-

cat spirit. In Germany, his extracurricular activity was 

sailing. He also joined a private basketball league, 

which he enjoyed very much. Sonntag has been get-

ting used to having a longer school day in America. 

He says he gets home later now due to getting out of 

school later and the activities he participates in after 

school. After school, he goes home to his host family, 

the Tentis family. They’ve taught him to play games 

like pool and volleyball. On Sundays, they have NFL 

Sunday where they watch all the football games. 

With a full year here, Sonntag is looking forward to 

playing sports, having fun, being with new people 

and continuing to better his English. We hope his 

time at Western Dubuque School is one to remember. 

Senior Spotlights 

INTERVIEWS BY MEGAN MEYER 

 

Curtis Burds 
 

What are your future plans? To be a politician 

What is your favorite color?  Red or blue 

What is your favorite food? Burgers  

What is one item on your bucket list? Own a 

Maserati 

What is your favorite song? “Bleed it Out” by Linkin Park 

Who is your favorite teacher? Mrs. Broadbent 

What is your favorite class? Strength  

Who is someone you admire? Vin Diesel 

What is your favorite movie? “Predator” 

Where is your dream vacation?  France 

If you could meet any celebrity who would it be and why?  Vin Diesel 

because he’s the man 

What is your biggest pet peeve? Misused and abused natural talent 

What is your favorite book? “Jurassic Park” by Michael Crichton 

What is your favorite ice cream flavor? Vanilla with brownie bits 

School activities? Weight club, football and track 

What is your most interesting hobby? Drawing 

What is your dream job? Flying jets 

 

 

********************************************************* 

 

Bekah Gansemer 
 

What are your future plans? Go to college, major 

in biology and international relations 

What is your favorite color?  Purple 

What is your favorite food? Chocolate Pie 

What is one item on your bucket list? Make a 

difference in the world 

What is your favorite song? “Be my Escape” by 

Reliant K 

Who is your favorite teacher? Mrs. Witter 

What is your favorite class? Anatomy  

Who is someone you admire? My mom 

What is your favorite movie? “Serendipity” 

Where is your dream vacation? The white sand beaches of Anda Lucia, 

Spain 

If you could meet any celebrity who would it be and why? Taylor Swift, 

so I could ask her how she gets her hair to look so good 

 What is your biggest pet peeve? When people walk on the wrong side of 

the hallway 

What is your favorite book? “Pride and Prejudice” by Jane Austen 

What is your favorite ice cream flavor? Culver’s chocolate custard with 

Heath bar 

School activities? Band, Tri-M and Keystraws 

What is your most interesting hobby? Collecting buttons 

What is your dream job? Running an orphanage in Eastern Europe 

.Cocoa and Carols 

BY KASINDRA BERG 

‘Tis the season to be jolly, and the 
best way to celebrate the winter 
holidays is with a little music and 
hot cocoa. Western Dubuque’s 5th 
Avenue and Aristocats show 
choirs are hosting their annual event—Cocoas and 
Carols—on Friday, Dec. 13. This concert will be held 
at 7:00 p.m. in the WDHS old gymnasium. Come and 
enjoy some nice hot cocoa and sweets while you 
watch the debut of 5th Avenue and Aristocats compe-
tition show, along with solos and duets by the many 
students involved in the musical departments.  

PHOTOGRAPH BY 

BROOKE KLUESNER 
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Entertainment  

Student Reviews 

 

A review of “The Last Lec-

ture” by Randy Pausch with 

Jeffrey Zaslow  
 

 

 

 

BY CHEYENNE PUETZ 
 

In this nonfiction national bestseller, Randy Pausch, a profes-

sor from Carnegie Mellon University, as well as the author of 

the novel, delivers his last lecture entitled “Achieving Your 

Childhood Dreams” in written form. Several professors had 

delivered speeches called “The Last Lecture” where they were 

asked to consider what mattered most to them and what they 

wanted to leave behind if they were to die. When Pausch was 

asked to write his last lecture, it was not hard for him to do so, 

considering he was diagnosed with terminal cancer and given 

only six months to live. Throughout the novel, Pausch discuss-

es what he talked about in his last lecture at Carnegie Mellon 

University, as well as topics he did not, such as his family. 

Filled with advice, life lessons, emotion and inspiration that 

will stick with the reader well after the turn of the last page, 

“The Last Lecture” is a timeless novel worth sharing with eve-

ryone.  

 

“Gravity” movie review 
BY MATT BROOKS 

The movie “Gravity” hit theaters in early 

October of 2013, directed by Alfonso 

Cuarón. The film was budgeted for eighty 

million dollars and has currently earned 

over $475 million. The film made over $17 million dollars on 

its release on a Thursday, and in 24 hours, by Friday night, it 

had made $40 million dollars. The amazing reception broke 

the record held by “Paranormal Activity 3” for the most suc-

cessful fall film release. The movie’s reception was phenome-

nal as the always tough-to-please critics of “Rotten Tomatoes” 

gave it a 97% rating, which is extremely high for them. The 

film stars Sandra Bullock and George Clooney, and the film is 

nothing short of what you would expect from two of the big-

gest names in acting. The movie takes you through a very 

emotional journey where the two main characters are in trou-

ble, stranded in space. Many space movies have been criticized 

as not having realistic characteristics of what movement and 

physics of space and zero gravity entail, but this movie is not 

one of them. The lead actors do a perfect job of convincing 

viewers of a realistic space environment and the dangers that 

includes. All in all, it is a great film, with fantastic actors, that 

has been a smashing success.  

 

“Captain Phillips” movie review 
 

 

BY JOSHUA DAUSENER 
 

 

The movie “Captain Phillips,” released Oct. 11, is 

the movie adaptation of the Somali pirate hijack-

ing of the American cargo ship, MV Maersk Ala-

bama, in April of 2009. The movie begins as 

Captain Phillips and the MV Maersk Alabama 

are tasked to sail through the Gulf of Aden to 

Mombasa; however, everything goes downhill from there. Captain 

Phillips, portrayed by Tom Hanks, leads the ship dangerously close 

to the Somali shore and puts the ship at a high risk of pirate attack. 

The inevitable comes when Phillips spots a small fishermen's boat 

quickly approaching the Alabama. Four pirates, led by Abduwali 

Abdukhadir Muse, promptly attach a ladder to the ship and board 

the Alabama. You can see what happens after that for yourself. The 

movie was a thrilling, well-made portrayal of a real-life incident, 

and it’s not all classic Hollywood drama. The movie has been cred-

ited with staying true to the actual story of the hijacking incident 

the majority of the time, which just adds bonus points. Richard 

Phillips himself has even stated in a post to “Reddit” that “[t]he 

story was fairly accurate in the film. We all have to remember it is 

a movie, and it is compressing five days into two hours, so some of 

the scheduling is different, but it follows the true story fairly well.” 

If Captain Phillips himself approves of the movie, it must be good. 

I recommend watching this one.   

 

“Carrie”: a spellbinding thrill 

BY PATRICK WAYNE LEITZEN 

The Stephen King enthusiast will surely re-

member the classic horror film “Carrie.” The 

new remake, directed by Kimberly Peirce and 

starring Chloe Grace Moretz, adds a modern 

twist to the classic tale of revenge.  While 

many fans of the original film may have expected a complete flop, 

the new rendition of “Carrie” did not disappoint.    

The story is that of a sheltered girl, Carrie White, who is heavily 

bullied at her school.  Gradually, she realizes that she possesses 

telekinetic powers fueled by anger.  An unfortunate series of events 

leads her to be asked to the senior prom, where a horrible prank 

causes all hell to break loose. Overwhelmed by rage, the young 

witch starts on a path of violent revenge… and the cliques who 

once incessantly harassed her are now in the crosshairs.  

An outstanding combination of a classic story, Stephen King’s 

genius and modern film special effects, “Carrie” will impress both 

seasoned fans and new horror enthusiasts. While not particularly 

potent in the aspect of striking fear into the viewer, “Carrie” is sure 

to cause an eerie intrigue in the hearts and minds of all those 

watching.  
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Movie/book review: “Ender’s Game” 

BY ZACK WERNER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew (Ender) Wiggin, humanity’s last hope in the war against 

the Buggers, is only a teenager. Yet, in this action-packed sci-

ence fiction novel, this boy genius saves the entire planet from 

its imminent doom. Orson Scott Card’s writing style also draws 

the reader in from the very beginning and he or she cannot put it 

down until the very end. The movie was also an accurate person-

ification of the book, but the majority of the masterpiece was left 

out due to the two hour time limit on the film. Other than that, 

the movie hit the high points of the book, and it also entices peo-

ple to read the story to get the entire picture. A problem that is in 

the movie is the amount of time progression. Whereas the book 

took place over a span of around four years, the film seems to 

happen in about  27 days. 

Creative writing corner 

Sleep 

BY ZACK WERNER 

Stalking, I wait, 

For night 

To do its job. 

Light is my bane, 

Darkness is my compadre. 

When He takes over, 

I start my dirty, dirty work. 

While I tug at your eyes, 

I use yawning as my weapon. 

I blanket over you, 

Until you slip, sensually, 

Seduced by dreams. 

Into eternity you fall, 

Where time and place 

Have no meaning. 

Night passes, 

Alarms wait to blare their warning. 

When they trip, 

You wake. 

So I start my tedious job, 

Once again. 

 

Dare to Be 

BY KATELYNN TILL 

Do you dare to be different? 

Do you dream in colors of opposite race? 

Do you wonder what others think by those inappropriate comments 

you make? 
 

Do you hear the cries of bullied victims? 

Do you see the tears of shattered feelings? 

Do you feel the pain of innocence being ripped to shreds? 
 

Will you acknowledge the fallen? 

Will you be the change for those who hurt? 

Will you be the voice for those driven speechless? 
 

Will you find the words to express the wrongs? 

Will you seek out the right to stand together to push away the bad? 

Will you dare to be different for those who are? 
 

Can you be the change the world needs? 

Can you rise against the enemies? 

Can you take a knee for the injured, when no one else will? 

 

Can you dream about a better tomorrow and be the one to take part in it with your ac-

tions? 

Can you see the sun rise on a better tomorrow you can create? 

Can you dare to be the difference? 

 

Be my hope of a brighter future… 

Be my wish so that even the children after me have no fears of change… 

Be my dare…Dare to be. 

Holiday Questionnaire 
 

BY NAOMI DORR-KAUNE 
 

How do you spend your New Year’s? 

Kasi Berg (10): “I play board games with my family and watch 

the ball drop.” 

Marcus Ingles (12): “By staying up late.” 

Mr. Feldman: “With my children.” 
 

 

How do you celebrate your Christmas? 

Calvin Hancock (11): “My family gets together, and we have 

big meals, share presents, give thanks.” 

Spencer Haldeman (11): “Each year my mom’s side of the 

family goes to Florida.” 

Sydney Fox (11): “I open presents, and it’s fun.”  
 

What would you want as a gift? 

Mrs. Lukes: “A housekeeper for a year.” 

Katherine O’Connell: “My driver’s license, since I can’t get it.  

I was pulled over the day before my 16th birthday.” 

Jayde Gartner (11): “Patience.”  
 

 

What will you give as a gift this year? 

Anne Marie Greenwood (11): “Gift cards.” 

Terry Frost (11): “A diamond ring.” 

Mrs. Oldenkamp: “I would give baked goods.” 
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Environmental Club update—projects, going green, and more! 

BY CECELIA ZANGARA, SCIENCE INSTRUCTOR 

Currently, the WDHS Environmental Club is sponsoring the Angel Tree, which involves purchasing 

gifts for those less fortunate in the local community. This event involves WDHS faculty, staff, clubs and 

organizations adopt an angel and sponsor that child this Christmas. This year, the Environmental Club 

received 40 angels that were dispersed accordingly.   

In addition to the Angel Tree project, the Environment Club is also sponsoring a winter clothing drive.  

This clothing drive involves the donations of any winter items, such as hats, boots, gloves, coats or any 

other winter items you can think of!  The winter clothing drive is being held now and will continue until 

Wednesday, Dec. 11. If you would like to participate,  you can bring your gently-used or new items to the WDHS Office, labeled 

“Attention: Ms. Zangara.”   

Western Dubuque High School is now composting in the 9th and 10th grade lunchroom. Students are collecting food waste and 

learning about the composting process. Our goal is to reduce the amount of waste produced by the school’s lunchroom by 50 per-

cent. This will help WDHS become a Green-Vision School.   

Lastly, the Environmental Club will have several outings coming up this winter. These outings will include ice skating, sledding, 

snowshoeing and possibly skiing at Sundown Mountain.  If your child is interested in joining Environmental Club, it’s not too 

late.  Have him or her contact Ms. Zangara or Ms. Tipple right away! 

Writers’ Night Out to be held  

Saturday, Dec. 14 
 

 

BY GRETCHEN KRATOCHWILL-JONES, ENGLISH 

INSTRUCTOR 

 

The WDHS Creative Writing and Journalistic 

Publications students are pleased to announce that WDHS will be 

hosting its second annual Writers’ Night Out at 6:30 p.m. on Satur-

day, Dec. 14 in the old gymnasium. Similar to last year, refreshments 

and holiday-themed treats (made by our very own West-DuBakery, 

Western Dubuque’s Take &Bake) will be served during the readings.   

Our featured one-act play this year is by senior Patrick Leitzen. Enti-

tled “The Failsafe Plan,” his piece surrounds a government conspira-

cy, while offering interesting characters and a twist ending! Short 

pieces will be read by juniors Cheyenne Puetz and Jayde Gartner. 

Lastly, we have several poets selected to read this year: Megan Mey-

er (12), Britney Fries (11), Katelynn Till (11), Matt Brooks (12), 

Alyssa Schabilion (12), Ashley Althoff (12), and Robyn Dausener 

(11). Each piece is unique in itself, assuring that there will truly be 

something for everyone at this year’s Writers’ Night Out. 

Furthermore, we are pleased to announce that the WDHS Speech 

team will once again be offering entertainment during this evening. 

There will be at least two Improv  groups performing and possibly an 

Ensemble performance. 

The creative writers—who are also responsible for this publication— 

would like to thank all of the faculty judges who helped in deciding 

this year’s readers. We would also like to thank the students who will 

help with Mrs. Walke-Pollitt’s West-DuBakery. And, of course, we 

hope to see you all at this year’s Writers’ Night Out!  Thank you for 

your support! 

An interview with Rufus Bennett 

Can you describe your position here at 

Western Dubuque High School? My 

duties include study hall supervision, 9-10 

grade lunch supervision and in study hall, 

I assist students with assignments and 

grade management. 

What do you do in your free time? I 

travel with my children to their various 

activities. Otherwise, I am playing golf or hanging with 

friends. 

How many children do you have? I have five children: 

Noelle (23), Stephanie (21), Jackson (14), Isabelle (12), 

and Juliana (7). 

Where were you before you came to Western Dubu-

que? I was with WD for five years prior as a para and a PE 

teacher. I left for one year and worked for Sedgwick in 

Dubuque, but I decided WD was the place I was meant to 

be. 

What five words would you use to describe yourself? 

Confident, funny, outgoing, enthusiastic, and athletic 

If you could go anywhere, were would you go? I love 

golf, so I would go to Scotland, the home of golf to play 

some of the old golf courses. If I had two places, Yankee 

Stadium is a close second. 

Favorite subject when you were in high school? Lunch. 

:) Just kidding. I really enjoyed my math and science clas-

ses. I had great teachers who encouraged individual and 

creative thinking. 
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Senior Spotlights 
 

INTERVIEWS BY MARCUS INGLES 

Emily Vaughan 

What is your favorite thing about 

being a Bobcat? The sense of cama-

raderie that I feel with my classmates.   

What is your favorite part of W.D? 

I love the school spirit. 

Any advice for upcoming students?  Don’t pretend you’re a senior 

just because you’re not in middle school anymore. I can drive and 

vote, so get out of the way, frosh. 

Favorite Class?  Comp. 

Favorite Teacher? It’s tied between Mr. Kuhle and Mrs. 

Kratochwill-Jones. 

How is band this year?  Band is awesome since I got in All-State, 

and we did amazing this year for marching. 

Other activities you are in?  I’m in 5th Avenue Show Choir, news-

paper, N.H.S. and Tri-M.  

Favorite thing to do after school?  I love to go out to eat and go on 

“Tumblr.” 

Favorite places to eat?  I love Tony Roma’s and Buffalo Wild 

Wings. 

Favorite freshman? My favorite freshman is Elinor Johll. 

 

 

***************************************************** 

Keisha Kennicker 

What is your favorite thing about being a 

Bobcat? That it could be worse 

What is your favorite part of W.D? The 

exit and the choir room 

Any advice for upcoming students?  

Avoid the pizza 

Favorite Class?  Enrichment Seminar 

Favorite Teacher? Ms. Digmann 

How is show choir crew this year?  It’s much more organized. 

Other activities you are in?  None 

Favorite thing to do after school?  Nap 

Favorite places to eat?  Los Aztecas, Olive Garden and Cold Stone 

Favorite freshman? Nathan Kennicker 

New paraprofessional: Michelle Heer 

How would you describe your position here at Western 

Dubuque High School? I get to coach students in the work-

study program.  I also help out in the classroom when needed.   
 

What is your favorite thing about your job? I really enjoy 

working with the students and going out into the community. 
 

What are your hobbies? Or, what do you enjoy doing in 

your free time? I like to spend time with my family and 

friends. I like to read when I have spare time. 
 

Where are you originally from? I am originally from Me-

diapolis, Iowa. I also lived in Cedar Falls and graduated from 

UNI. 

 

What was your favorite subject in school? Why? My favor-

ite subject in school was art because I got to be creative. 

 

If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would 

you go? Europe. I would love to see different castles.  

This one time at All-State 

BY EMILY VAUGHAN 

On Oct. 26, the Iowa All-State auditions took place at West 

Delaware High School in Manchester. Fortunately, three 

Western Dubuque students were accepted into the 1,000 per-

son, statewide choir and orchestra: Sam Nauman on cello, 

Emily Vaughan on bassoon, and Brooke Bockenstedt on 

voice. All-State is when the finest musicians and singers of 

the state come together in Ames to perform college-level mu-

sic. This is an incredible honor, and the three WD participants 

shared their thoughts with the Bulletin.   

Nauman, a junior, has been accepted into All-State every year 

since he was a freshman, and he is happy that Bockenstedt 

and Vaughan will be accompanying him this year instead of 

arriving stag with Mr.Omarzu, the band director.  

Bockenstedt, a junior, is a vocalist in 5th Avenue, Western 

Dubuque’s varsity show choir. This was her first year in All-

State and as a vocalist who competes against hundreds of oth-

er students for the coveted soprano spot, it is an incredible 

feat for her to be accepted.  

Vaughan, a senior who also auditioned last year, is floored 

that she has been accepted. After playing the bassoon for 

nearly five years, she’s excited to see that her sleepless night 

and intense practicing sessions have finally paid off.  

A warm congratulations to all three fine musicians. The All-

State festival was held from Nov. 21-23. We are proud to 

have you represent Bobcat musicians! 



Calendar  
Important Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 

 10 3-Hour Early Dismissal -  

            Professional Development 

 20 End of 1st Semester 

23-31 No School (Winter Break) 

  

Looking Ahead 
 

 

 

 
 

February 

 17 No School - Professional  

           Development  

  

March 

 10 Begin 4th Quarter 

11, 13 Parent-Teacher Conferences  

  (4:30-8:00 p.m.)  

    14  No School (PS-12 Teacher    

     Comp. Day)  

It is the policy of the Western Dubuque County Community School District not to 

illegally discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, 

religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual ori-

entation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its educa-

tional programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure 

for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance 

related to this policy, please contact the district’s Equity Coordinator, Tina 

Brestrup, Director of Student Services, 310 4th Street SW, Farley, Iowa 52046, 

563-744-3885 x 6010, tina.brestrup@wdbqschools.org 

 

January 

 1 No School (Winter Break) 

 2-3 No School - Professional  

           Development  

 6 2nd Semester Begins 

    29   3-Hour Early Dismissal -                        

           Professional Development     

 

 

 

WDHS Dance Team : PHOTOGRAPH BY KATHERINE MENDIETA PHOTOGRAPHY   
 

WDHS Color Guard:  PHOTOGRAPH BY REX HANSON  
 

WDHS Dance Team: (From left to right) Row 1: Kaitlyn Sola, Maggie Webber, Rachel Hoeger, 

Catherine McCoy, Row 2:Lauren Cordes,  Katherine O’Connell, Kristine Rondeau, Claire Nau-
man, Siena Herzog, Row 3: Taylor Fishnick, Emma Hofer, Amanda Coleman, Madison Decker, 

Coach Kelly McAllister 

 
WDHS Color Guard: (From left to right)  Row 1: Michaela Hoeger, Abby Hoffmann, Catherine 

Sears  Row 2: Kayliegh Sears, Kayla Winandy, Coach Schlichtmann, Marcus Ingles, Taylor 

Fishnick, Bell Neuwoehner 

Iowa State Dance and Drill Team 

Competition 

BY MICHAELA HOEGER 

The Western Dubuque Dance Team and the West-

ern Dubuque Color Guard will be performing at 

the Iowa State Dance and Drill Team Competition 

on Friday, Dec. 6, 2013 at the Wells Fargo Arena 

in Des Moines, Iowa.  

The dance team will be performing in the pom and 

jazz categories. In the pom category, the dance 

team will be performing to a mix of several songs. 

For the jazz category, they will be performing to 

the song “Dirty Orchestra” by Black Violin. The 

team is coached by Kelly McAllister. There are 

eight dancers on the pom team and nine dancers on 

the jazz team. The dancers will be doing their 

poms performance at 1:49 p.m., and the jazz team 

will perform at 3:29 p.m. 

The color guard will be performing in the color 

guard/ drill team category. They are performing to 

the song “Burn” by Ellie Goulding. The team is 

coached by Lindsay Schlichtmann. There are nine 

members on the color guard team. The color guard 

will be performing at 10:22 a.m. 

Come on down to the Wells Fargo Arena and help 

support the WDHS Dance Team and Color Guard! 

Board of Education 

Jeanne Coppola 

Mark Knuth 

Gary McAndrew 

Mark Tilson 

Chad Vaske 


